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Chaplain’s Message 

 In celebrating 125 years of Faith in Action, the 
Knights have faithfully been pro-life with a 

consistent pro-life ethic. Pro-life issues do not 
simply concern abortion. They concern life 

from conception to natural death. Actually, all 
that we do is pro-life. We do things naturally 
which prolong our life. Even eating and exercise 

are pro-life activities which support our underlying desire 
for life. Whether we know it or not, we do things 
everyday which affirms our inborn quest for life. When 
we act for our own safety and the safety of others, we are 
acting to preserve life. Our scientific discoveries are the 
result of a desire to know more about God and about this 
life. Pope Benedict has recently encouraged our 
environmental stewardship as responding to the life 
which God has given us. 
 
Being consistent means that we must be pro-life when it 
comes to the environment or nature, and pro-life when it 
comes to the human beings. We cannot be outraged over 
cruelty to animals but ambivalent about abortion, the 
taking of human life.  Life is not ours to take or to decide 
when it will begin or end. The right to life is our most 
fundamental right. Catholic social teaching recognizes 
that all governments should protect the right to the 
dignity of each person which includes the right to life. 
Imagine a government which does not protect the life of 
its citizens. Sometimes, we can suffer from 
rationalization of truth and try to conform truth to socially 
accepted propositions, instead of the other way around.  
Embryonic stem cell research takes life and so cannot be 
supported even if it would mean a more comfortable life 
for us. The pro-choice industry will try to distort the truth 
and make it sound as if we are callous and not loving 
enough. But the opposite is true. It is an act of love to 
support the unborn. 
 
The Knights’ pro-life stance is especially needed as we 
witness an increase in violence and the number of 
murders. This increase shows a loss of respect for life and 
a choice to preserve one’s own life at the expense of 
someone else’s life- that’s what abortion is. 

Over the next months, I will include a brief review of 
the seven (7) major themes of Catholic Social 
Teaching. Each of these themes is rooted in the Dignity 
of the Human Person and the obligation to respect life. 
Each month we will review one or more of these 
themes so that we can have a better understanding of 
the Church and how it addresses current social issues. 
Each theme is founded on the truths of the Church to 
protect life and human dignity.  
 
God is the giver of life. We are thankful for 
organizations such as the Knights which support life 
and help preserve a society which is a witness to the 
love of Jesus Christ. The work of the Knights continues 
to be a beacon for life. The unborn offer their silent 
gratitude every day. 
Deacon Greg Rapisarda 
 
Grand Knight’s Message 
There are still several Director Positions unfilled. I am 
asking for any assistance in filling the positions of 
Community, Council, and Youth. Contact myself or 
DGK Steve Conley if you are willing to help in these 
areas. 
 
A First Degree is scheduled for November 6 at Corpus 
Christi Council in Edgewood. This is a good chance to 
bring in a candidate to be ready for the Second Degree 
in December. The membership team will need all of our 
assistance to reach our goal of 15 new members this 
year. Keep in mind the more members we have to 
support our programs the fewer times each member will 
have to give his own time. 
 
Attention First Degree members, there will be a Second 
Degree October 18 at Notre Dame Council or October 
24 at Patapsco Council. . The next scheduled Second 
Degree at Bel Air will be held on December 10, 
candidates should arrive prior to 7:30 pm. The Degree 
will begin promptly at 8:00 pm. Attire for the Degree is 
coat and tie. This is the prefect time to take that next 
step toward full Knighthood. Contact the Grand Knight 
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or Financial Secretary if any of these dates suit your 
schedule. 
 
A Third degree is scheduled for Long Green Valley 
Council November 9. Second Degree members should 
make note of this date and plan to attend. This is the 
closest a Third Degree will be held to Bel Air this year. 
Second degree members wishing to take their Third 
degree should contact the GK or Financial Secretary so 
your name can be added to the list of candidates. 
 
Monday September 10 saw the initial Monday night 
football game. The event was attended by 35 - 40 
members and wives. All in attendance enjoyed a good 
meal, thank you Dave Custer, and a some what exciting 
although disappointing opening game for the Ravens. 
Several of the Ladies present involved themselves with a 
crafting corner. So these evenings can be a true family 
event. The next scheduled Monday night football is 
October 1 the New England Patriots take on the 
Cincinnati Bengals, game time 8:30 pm. Doors open by 
8:00 pm. 
 
The bull roast is history and was well attended. A huge 
thank you goes out to Terry Lijewski for all his hard work 
and effort to make the roast the raging success it was. For 
those who missed it you missed one fine affair. There 
were plenty of tasty foods, good music and great fun. Do 
not miss the next one.  
 
Our attention is now focused on Tootsie roll. Ron Krebs 
is the chairman this year and will need our support. 
Beginning the first weekend in October, Thur. the 4th 
through Sat. the 5th, and every weekend in October, we 
will be collecting at two locations, one in Fallston the 
other in Bel Air. The monies collected in this effort go to 
aid the mentally challenged in Harford County. Please be 
generous with your time when called upon to help out 
this most worthy fund raising effort. 
 
October is also Perry Point month. On Sundays in 
October members gather at McDonalds in Bel Air to car 
pool to the VA medical center to escort patients to Mass. 
Consider lending a helping hand to this most moving and 
worthy effort one or all Sundays in October. Contact Tom 
Sutera for details. 
 
During the fall months of September, October and early 
November the Council will be collecting non perishable 
food for our annual Thanksgiving food baskets. When 
coming to the hall bring a canned good to aid us in this 

effort. The baskets will be delivered to needy families 
in the county the Sunday before Thanksgiving so that 
those in need can also enjoy a festive day. Please 
consider helping us with this program. Drivers will be 
needed to deliver the food boxes to the families, a meal 
will be awaiting the delivery team upon their return to 
the Council hall. 
 
November is the month in which we honor those who 
have gone before us to the great reward. The annual 
Memorial Mass will be held at the Council home on 
November 20 at 7:00 pm. Plan to attend and honor our 
past but not forgotten members. 
 
Let's support our Ladies Group by participating in the 
fund raiser at Bob Evans on December 3. A percentage 
of your meal total will be donated by the restaurant to 
the Ladies for their treasury. 
 
Remember; It is together we can achieve great things. 
Thomas Classon, Grand Knight 
teclasson@comcast.net (410) 838-0378 
 
District Deputy Message 
“Time marches on; it waits for no one.” Already, the 
Incentive program (Car Raffle) is drawing to a close. 
Early reports reflect that this should turn out to be a 
successful event. All district councils participated and 
all anticipate a decent return for their efforts. This is a 
‘win win’ effort for all. Both the State and each council 
share in the profits, 40% to the State and 60% to the 
Councils.  
 
As the Car Raffle winds down, the Tootsie Roll 
program begins. Like the car raffle, this program also 
needs much support from the members if it is to be 
successful. You will be contacted by your council’s 
chairperson with a request to volunteer for a two hour 
shift at one of the local stations. Don’t turn him down, 
give him as much time as your busy schedule will 
allow. The two hour shifts make it easy for everyone 
and you will walk away with a great feeling of 
accomplishment. All funds collected, less expenses, are 
donated to a local organization dedicated to helping 
God’s Special People, the ‘Mentally Challenged’. 
 
Along with the Tootsie Roll program, all councils are 
asked to work with their Parishes to help promote a 
letter writing program sponsored by the Maryland 
Catholic Conference. The goal is to provide ‘One 



 3

Hundred Thousand Letters for Life’ to elected legislators 
encouraging them to support Pro Life Bills and programs. 
Each council is requested to designate an individual who 
will act as a ‘Point of Contact’ between the State, his 
Council and Parish. The state will provide the POC with 
literature and guidance for use in the letter writing 
campaign. The ultimate goal is to encourage all 128 
Parishes in Maryland to participate in this Letter Writing 
Campaign. Our work is cut out for us!  
 
I wish to express my appreciation to all councils that 
participated in the ‘07/’08 Installation of Council 
Officers. Thank you for your co-operation during both the 
rehearsals and the installations. All installations were 
well attended and an evening of excellent food, 
fellowship and camaraderie was enjoyed by all in 
attendance. 
 
Congratulations to all newly elected council Officers. 
Good Luck and best wishes for a successful year. 
Remember the Worthy State Deputy’s challenge to all 
councils, ‘All Councils a Star Council’.  
 
With God’s Blessing We Will Continue to Live Our Faith 
Vivat Jesus 
Ross Liberati, DD District #16 
 
Fraternal Benefits  
 “What Happened to my Husband’s Pension?” 
 
Most men work hard all their lives, build up a pension, 
retire and eventually die … leaving a widow behind.  It 
doesn’t always work out like this, but this is the statistic 
norm. 
 
Here’s the problem:  
 While working you make $60,000 
 Your company pension $30,000 

Your wife’s survivor benefit $15,000 
 
Survivor benefits for our wives only give them about 
50% of your pension. 
 
Your pension only gives you 50% of your working 
income. 
 
So … who’s at risk here?  That’s right.  Our ladies.  They 
usually get a small survivor’s benefit and their husband’s 
social security.  Not nearly enough with today’s life 
expectancies and rising health care costs. 

So what can you do?  Call me.  I can help you set up a 
painless plan to help supplement your wife’s survivor 
benefit.  Planning takes initiative and courage.  It’s 
easier to just “let it happen”.  But … not planning will 
ultimately create a very undesirable situation.  Having 
settled many death claims, I would very much like to 
see our ladies fully taken care of with the loving dignity 
that they deserve. 
 
Call me today so we can discuss your situation. 
Edward O’Keefe, CLU, ChFC 
edward.okeefe@kofc.org (410) 569-6141 

Membership 
Brother Knights, have you considered inviting your son 
or uncle or the gentleman next to you at Mass to join 
the Order. Why not ASK. The lifeline of any 
organization is membership and inviting one to join is 
instrumental in the council to increase membership 
through new ideas, visions, and friendships. 
  
By sponsoring your relative to join is to incorporate the 
family values you practice to help the programs we 
participate in from car raffle sales to Tootsie Rolls 
donations to the social functions we enjoy. 
  
Please recruit new members to join a great organization 
and remember if the future member is in the public 
safety departments and is killed in the line of duty the 
Knights of Columbus takes care of educating the 
children through college. 
  
Please contact me with new membership inquires. 
Patrick Ruckle, PGK, PCP, Membership Director  
(410) 905-6002 

Sick and Deceased 
Please remember in your prayers all the Brothers, 
Ladies, Family Members and Friends who are 
experiencing serious health problems at this time, 
especially: 
  
Brothers:  Bernie Classon, Richard Barkkume, Jack 
Bauernschub, William Collins, Ross Liberati, Paul 
Manager, Joe Rink, Jerry Shoul and Vernon West; also, 
S. Robert Massarelli, presently in Rehab. 
 
Ladies:  Olga Barkkume, Juliette Drouin, Marlene 
Hirsch, Owena Liberati, Barbara Staniewicz and 
Martha West;  also, Jean DiAngelo. 
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Family Members and Friends:  Marie Frank’s son John 
Frank, Jr;  Mildred Herold’s great-grandaughters, Sophia 
and Anna Belle;  Bonnie Meadowcroft, wife of Frank 
Meadowcroft; Helen Michels, wife of Robert Michels;  
Shari LoPresti, daughter-in-law of Salvatore LoPresti;  
John Spampinato, brother-in-law of Francis Stallings;  
John Wills, grandson of Betty Bourgeois, and Linda 
Wood, daughter of Victor and Mildred Ferrara;  also Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Iardella. 
 
Deceased Member, Ladies, Family Members and Friends:  
Please remember in your prayers, John E. Schenning who 
passed away last month. May his soul and the souls of all 
the Faithful Departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 
 
Pray the Rosary every day! 
 
If you know of anyone who is in need of our prayers, 
please get in touch with me. 
Victor V. Ferrara (410) 569-4171 
 
BEL AIR COUNCIL MEMORIAL MASS FOR 
DECEASED MEMBERS AND DECEASED 
MEMBERS OF THE KNIGHTS LADIES. 
  
Annually the Bel Air Council of the Knights of Columbus 
honors its deceased members by having a Mass said for 
them.  We also honor the Knights Ladies, who have died.  
This year we will hold this celebration on Tuesday, 
November 20, 2007 at the Council Home, 24 Newport 
Drive, Forest Hill, MD  21050 at 6:30 PM. 
 
During the last year the Financial Secretary and I have 
reviewed the mailing list for the Councilairs against my 
mailing list for the widows and widowers of our deceased 
members.  We are confident that the Councilairs will 
reach all of the people interested in this Mass.  Therefore, 
individual letters will NOT be sent out this year. 
  
You and other family members are cordially invited to 
attend.  Please come and help us honor our deceased 
members. 
Mike Fay (410) 879-9693 

Programs 

Program Director Notes 
Hebrews 12:27-29 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which 

we may offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe. 

 
Service is a cornerstone of the 
Knight’s Organization.  Each of us has 
a vocation as a Catholic Gentlemen: 
some husbands; some fathers; some 
grandfathers; some single; but we are 

all Knights.  How can involvement in your council 
strengthen your special vocation?   Help with an event; 
Pete Kozak has offered to run our Children’s Christmas 
party in December; Bob Stone has offered to assist with 
family or youth events: Trae Brinsfield has offered to 
provide his special vocation as videographer.  We need 
support for the Soccer shootout in September and the 
Free Throw Contest in January; positions for our 1st 
Degree Team are available; there is Friday Bingo, 
Activity Chair opportunities, and more.  You see the 
numerous activities that are on the horizon in our 
calendar.  Suggest an additional activity like an ice 
cream social, movie night, or parent vs. children 
basketball.  Offer to assist with an upcoming event.  
What service can you provide your council to make it a 
place you are proud of with activities that you will 
attend or support?  Service provides the experience of a 
lifetime and your experience as a Knight depends on 
what you put into it.  Get involved and have the 
experience of a lifetime. 

If there is anything you would like the Council to 
consider hosting or a service you’re interested in 
providing, I am listening.  Please contact me. 
Stephen Conley, Deputy Grand Knight, Program 
Director knightsfc@gmail.com (443) 417-7538 

Council Activities 
Card Night 
2nd Monday of each month, 7:30 til 11 pm, at the Hall. 
Contact Dave Custer (410) 803-0925 for more info. 
 
Investment Club 
Investment Club - All tickets have been mailed out. So 
far, I have received money for over 100 tickets. All 
expenses including prize money have been received. 
Every ticket sold from now on will go directly to our 
Council as a fundraiser. If you have received a ticket in 
the mail, please either purchase it or try to sell it. If we 
sell 300 tickets; the council receives $4,000. 
Ray Caralle, PGK rcaralle1@verizon.net  1087 Main 
Street, New Park, Pa. 17352 
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Car Raffle 
The Car Raffle is winding down.  I would like to thank all 
those who put time in at the mall and who returned their 
tickets.  I don't have the final numbers yet as mailings are 
still coming in.  I want to extend a BIG THANKS to 
Gerry and Frank Gunning who stepped up and filled 
many vacant holes at the mall. 
John Knapstein (410) 692-9823 
 
First Degree Team 
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!! 
Brothers your First Degree Team has several openings. 
Let the ham in you out. Contact Bernie Classon or myself 
about joining the First Degree Team. There are speaking 
and non-speaking rolls available. It is painless, mostly. 
Come join one of the best teams in the State. It is one of 
the best ways in which to welcome a new member to the 
Order by performing a flawless degree. We need your 
help. 
Thomas Classon, GK teclasson@comcast.net  
(410) 838-0378 
 
Club Steward 
Special thanks to the scouts and Frank Gunning and his 
wife for maintaining our flower beds. Also, thank you to 
all those members who left the rooms as they were found, 
stacked the chairs without throwing them, cleaned up 
their mess in the kitchen, wiped up the spilt beer, soda 
and food off the floor. To all those who didn't, thank you 
for enhancing my income. 
A notice is on the bulletin board concerning member 
rental for those who are interested. 
Jerry Wagner wagj@netzero.net 
 

Family Activities 
Congratulations to a Frank and Geraldine Gunning for 
being selected as Family of the Month for September.    
  
Gentlemen, please help in filling out a knights survey 
form and submitting it to me via e-mail, snail mail, or at a 
meeting.  A survey form can be obtained at the Council 
or from the previous Councilairs.  Filling in the survey 
and forwarding it to me would be greatly appreciated.  It 
really helps in preparing the Family of the Month form.  
Thanks in advance. 
Terry Lijewski tlij@comcast.net (410) 879-5872 

Community Activities 
Perry Point 
This October is the next month for the Bel Air Council 
to assist patients at the Perry Point Medical Center to 
Mass on Sundays.  October 7, 14, 21, and 28th are our 
Sundays to help these patients.  Our next month will be 
in February. 
 
This is the month that Father Mark indicated that 
another ward may open to us.  We will find out if this is 
the case and whether we may need additional 
volunteers. 
 
The members that desire to help will meet at the 
McDonalds on Routes 1 & 24 at 8:00 AM.  If you 
desire breakfast, please arrive earlier, since we leave on 
time.  The Mass is at 9:00 AM, and we usually return to 
Bel Air by 10:30 AM. 
 
If you have any questions, call Pat Dolan (410) 679-
7058 or Tom Sutera (410) 638-1096. 
Co-Chairs - Tom Sutera and Pat Dolan 

Knights Ladies Korner 
Installation of officers took place last month and I am 
happy to report that it was a very pleasant affair and all 
offices for both the men and ladies are filled with very 
talented and committed people.  I learned from Deacon 
Rapisarda that God can only desire our salvation and 
any other outcome is a matter of  “self exclusion”.  I 
certainly was not expecting this topic but as I thought 
about it I found myself smiling.  God can only desire 
my salvation.  I thought about how so many of us in the 
Knights’ organization are doing God’s work.  This year 
the Ladies voted for a member who showed faithful 
service.  The award for the Ladies’ “Lady of the Year” 
was a tie and the recipients are Natalie Boyd and 
Barbara Staniewicz.  Congratulations to Natalie and 
Barbara and thank you both for your service.  
  
We need to rally a lot of support for the upcoming 
Quarter Auction!!  There will be over one hundred 
items to bid on and the cost is only $3.00 and this 
includes one paddle.  Items from Longaburger baskets, 
Avon, Pampered Chef, Tastefully Simple, jewelry, 
plants and several other surprise venders will be 
offered. Dinner will be available at 6:00 PM and the 
Auction will begin at 7:00 PM.  We need your help to 
make this a success.  Please mark your calendars for 
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Thursday October 25th and bring your friends for a good 
time.  This is a major fund-raiser for the Ladies. 
 
October 1st will be the next Monday night Tailgate Party 
and the Ladies will be providing the food.  Raven fans 
will cheer victory for their team and a table will be set up 
in the back where all are invited to help us make rosaries 
for the missions.   
Barbara S. is busy putting together a wonderful Christmas 
dinner so mark your calendars for December 1st and plan 
to join us for wonderful food and company.  It will not be 
as fun if you do not come so please share you company 
with us. 
 
Other upcoming events include the Bob Evans fund-
raiser, a day of gardening, and possibly a retreat and a 
dance.  Let me know what you think of these events or 
any suggestions you might have. 
 
During our September meeting we voted to give the men 
$75 to buy a wheelchair through their wheelchair 
program.  At this same meeting the women who 
volunteer to make lunches for the homeless were 
recognized.  We continue to support Anna’s House every 
month and I encourage every ones support of our fund-
raisers so we can continue tour many charitable activities. 
In God We Trust! 
Alicia Rappold, Knights Ladies President  
(410) 879-0854 

Dates to Remember 
Oct 1  Monday Night Football 
Oct 2  1st Degree Ceremony 
Oct 2  Business Meeting 
Oct 4  Tootsie Roll Program Starts 
Oct 5  BINGO 
Oct 6  State Columbus Day Ball 
Oct 7  State Columbus Day Parade 
Oct 7  Perry Point Mass Support 
Oct 7  Rosary at St. Margaret Church 8:30AM 
Oct 8  Columbus Day 
Oct 8  Card Party 7-11 PM 
Oct 9  KC Club Meeting 
Oct 12  BINGO 
Oct 14  Perry Point Mass Support 
Oct 14  Rosary at St. Margaret Church 8:30AM 
Oct 16  Ladies/Social Meeting 
Oct 19  BINGO 
Oct 21  Perry Point Mass Support 
Oct 21  Rosary at St. Margaret Church 8:30AM 

Oct 24  Family Ice Cream Social Movie Night 
Oct 24  Officers Meeting 
Oct 26  BINGO 
Oct 28  Perry Point Mass Support 
Oct 28  Rosary at St. Margaret Church 8:30AM 
Oct 28  Cabaret 

Note from the Editor 
I’ve recently received and posted on the 
belairknights.org website many photographs from Jean 
Monahan. Many thanks to Jean! Please take a look by 
clicking on the “Knights In Action” link on the left side 
of the webpage.  Pictures of the events that the Knights 
and Knights Ladies participate in are said to be an 
excellent form for recruitment of prospective members. 
Our website is as much a recruiting tool as a forum for 
members to keep up on Council activities. If you have 
photos please let me know. Digital photos are easier, 
but if you have regular snapshots, I can scan them and 
return them to you. 
Scott Redding editor@belairknights.org 
 

Prayer for the Canonization of 
Father Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of 
the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young to the generous service 
of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and 
virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more 
closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and 
building up his Body which is the Church. Let the 
inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that we may continue his 
work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We 
humbly ask that you glorify your servant Father 
Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design 
of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the 
favor I now present (here make your request). Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory 
be. 
 
 
 
COUNCILAIRS Staff 
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JAMES A. QUICK, INC. 

 
Mechanical Contractors 

 
Plumbing ♦ Sheet Metal ♦ Service ♦ Design 

 
 
 

21 Newport Drive Suite A 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 
Tele: (410) 893-4200 
Fax: (410) 893-4202 

 
Info@jamesquick.com 

3331 Brehms Lane 
Baltimore, MD  

21213 
419-485-3500 

9705 Belair 
Road 

Baltimore, MD  
21236 

410-256-3600 
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