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Chaplain’s Message

Pope  Benedict’s  Apostolic  Exhortation,
Sacramentum Caritatis (Sacrament of Love)
e = €Minds us that the Eucharist is “the sum and
summary of our faith.” This “gift that Jesus
makes of Himself” reveals “the loving plan that
guides all of salvation history.” On the feast of
— the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi),
the Church celebrates this communion of love between
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Exhortation encourages us to prepare for mass and
the reception of this most sacred sacrament. According to
Pope Benedict, active participation at mass does not
simply refer to “external” acts such as singing louder or
saying all the responses. “Active participation” means a
greater awareness of the mystery being celebrated. We
are not strangers or observers at mass. We participate “in
the sacred action, conscious of what we are doing,
actively and devoutly.” The presentation of the gifts to
the altar is not simply an interlude between the Liturgy of
the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. It is a time that
we not only bring forward the bread and wine but we
offer ourselves to God to be transformed. At mass, we
make an “offering of ourselves” to God.

The gift of the Eucharist should inspire us to spend time
in preparation for mass. We are mindful that we should
reflect on the Liturgy of the Word before mass. The
scriptures for the coming week are noted in the bulletin.
The Pope encourages us to take seriously our preparation
for mass with quiet reflection, fasting, and the sacrament
of reconciliation. Our reception of such a profound gift as
the Eucharist deserves our respect and gratitude.

It is easy to rush in and out of church and is often a
challenge to maintain our focus even during mass. Bishop
Sheen celebrated a Holy hour before the Blessed
Sacrament each day of his priesthood. | often wonder
how he found the time to do that and meet all of his
schedule demands. Yet, he said that it was the most
important hour of his day. The time for prayer and
reflection is there if we take it. Our challenge for this
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month is to set aside time to prepare for mass and to
actively participate not just in song but in sincerely
presenting our lives to God.

Through the Eucharist, we are transformed, leading us
to closer union with Christ.
Deacon Greg Rapisarda

Grand Knight's Message

| trust the Mothers among us had an enjoyable day on
Mothers day spending time with the family and being
pampered. After all there, is no more demanding or
rewarding job than Mother.

The Maryland State Council has announced their 2007-
2008 tour schedules. There is a bus trip to Niagara Falls
in September, a Caribbean cruise in January, and
another bus trip to Savannah in March. If you have not
yet made your vacation plans for next year perhaps one
of these trips would be of interest.

One of our Tootsie roll benefactors, the Arc, is asking
for assistance with one of their programs. The program
involves the renovation of homes supported by the Arc.
No they are not recruiting carpenters and painters, they
are looking for donations. What they are in need of are
household items such as towels, linens, kitchenware,
and other household essentials. If we wish to aid them
in this contact Elaine Orbino at 410-879-6785 or
EOrbino@arcncr.org.

Do not forget the Council night at the ball game. See
Dave Custer for tickets to the Ironbirds game on August
16 game time 7:05. Tickets are $22.50 and include the
game, souvenirs and food in the left field picnic area
prior to the game.

Mark your calendars for July 14. That is the date for the
Council family picnic. Come out and enjoy the
camaraderie and family fun Ed and Tom have in store.
Bring the family. Give either Ed or Tom an idea about
how many guests you will be bringing so they can plan
accordingly.



As the fraternal year draws to a close | would like to
thank the Council for allowing me to represent them this
past year. It has been an honor and a privilege for me to
be the figurehead for Bel Air Council. We missed a few
goals but that’s the way it goes you can’t win ‘em all. My
term in office would not have gone well without the
support of the Council Officers, thank you gentlemen for
your patience and support this past year it has been a
pleasure to work with each of you. | would like to also
thank all the Brother Knights who came forward and took
up the challenge presented by our busy activity calendar.
Special thanks go to Frank DiAngelo for his efforts in the
area of membership, Terry Lijewski for keeping alive our
Family of the Month program, and Tom Rappold for
taking over the reins of the Bingo program, thank you
gentlemen for taking on these most important programs
and carrying on when your predecessors retired.

By the time many of the members read this the outcome
of the election will have been determined, however at the
time this was written the results were not a forgone
conclusion, | look forward to leading Bel Air Council in
the next fraternal year if that is the will of the
membership. Mary Queen of the Knights..........

Remember always our sick and deceased members. An
extra prayer or two for our gallant service personnel
would go a long way toward their safe return to their
loved ones.

Together we can achieve great things.
Thomas Classon, Grand Knight teclasson@comcast.net
(410) 838-0378

District Deputy’s Message

The 109th Annual Maryland State Convention, held on
May 19 through 20, is now history. The convention was
well attended and all in attendance seemed to enjoy
themselves.

All District 16 councils were represented in the Grand
Knight Olympics. However, our performance was not
worthy of any awards. Although, we had a lot of fun and
really enjoyed the camaraderie and fellowship.

“The Surge with Service Award’ was presented to each of
the District 16 councils. This award is given to each
council that has completed four activities in each of the
five major service areas during the fraternal year.

The Bel Air Ladies also received an award for their
programs. Their programs were rated as being among
the best and were presented with a 3rd place award.
Congratulation Ladies, Keep up the good work.

Thanks to Bernie Classon, Bel Air’s Lecture program
was rated as being the best in the State. For this, Bernie
was presented with the 1st place award.

Bishop Becker is to be congratulated for receiving the
1st Place Award for having the Best Hospitality Room
of the Convention. The Hospitality Room with the
theme “A Knight at the Circus” was the talk of the
convention. The food and activities were equally
enjoyed by both the adults and the children. Pop Corn,
Peanuts, Cotton candy, hot dogs, corn dogs, Italian ice,
sodas as well as beverages for adults were just a few of
the delicacies served. A full breakfast consisting of
scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, hot cakes and cereal as
well as a variety of juices, coffee and tea was available
on Saturday morning. This was truly a team effort and
obviously a lot of thought and hard work which resulted
in many congratulatory accolades for Bishop Becker
and District 16 as well.

I wish to congratulate all the officers elected to lead the
councils for the 07/08 fraternal year. May the Good
Lord bless each of you and be by your side throughout
the year. With a lot of hard work and dedication, we
can work together and make this the best year ever.

It is important that a report of all the officers be
provided to the Executive Secretary, Romeo Gauthier
ASAP. Also, request each Grand Knight please provide
me with your installation date.

With God’s Blessing We continue to live our Faith.
Vivat Jesus,
Ross Liberati, DD District #16



Insurance

Buying life insurance is something that’s easy to put off
until tomorrow. And if your life is as busy as mine,
tomorrow can easily become next week, next month, or
even next year. 1’d like to make a personal plea that you
not make that mistake. Before the summer is over, make
an appointment to visit with me, your professional
Knights of Columbus agent. 1I’ll work with you to put a
plan in place that will help your family when that help is
most needed.

We all know someone whose health, instantly and
seemingly out-of-the-blue, changes. You may think this
can’t happen to you. Think again. And keep in mind that
no one will ring a bell warning you that your health is
about to change. Medical technology has turned many
diseases previously termed “death sentences” into very
treatable conditions. What medical advances haven’t
changed, however, is that being diagnosed with one of
these diseases will dramatically affect your ability to
purchase life insurance coverage. Don’t wait until it’s
too late. Call me today.

Your Knights of Columbus insurance program is second
to none. Knights of Columbus life insurance represents a
safety net for Catholic families that’s unsurpassed, and
we’re proud of that. We’re also concerned. Why?
Because there are more than 1 million Knights of
Columbus members who have no life insurance with us.
I suspect that, for many of those 1 million members,
tomorrow has become next week, next month or next
year. Don’t be one of them. Don’t wait for the bell to
ring. Itisn’t going to.

Edward O’Keefe (410 )569-6141

Financial Secretary

It's been my pleasure to serve as the Financial Secretary
for the past six years. John Knapstein will be the new FS
starting on July 1. John is eminently qualified to fill this
position for the council. | wish him all the best. Please
support him throughout his tenure.

Dick Belmonte rbb73@juno.com (410) 838-6329

Sick and Deceased

Your prayers are requested for all the Brothers, Ladies
and Family Members & Friends who are experiencing
serious health problems at this time, especially:

Brothers: Bernie Classon; William Collins; Ross
Liberati; Paul Manager; Joe Rink; Pat Ruckle; Jerry
Shoul and VVernon West.

Ladies: Pat Bucci; Juliette Drouin; Marlene Hirsch;
Owena Liberati, who is having eye surgery Wednesday,
April 18th; Barbara Staniewicz; and Martha West.

Relatives & Friends: Bernie DiAngelo, son of Frank
and Jean DiAngelo; Mildred Herold’s great-
granddaughters, Sophia and Anna Belle; Bonnie
Meadowcroft, wife of Frank Meadowcroft; Helen
Michels, wife of Robert H. Michels; Shari LoPresti,
daughter-in-law of Salvatore LoPresti; John Pampinato,
brother-in-law of Francis Stallings; and John G. Wills,
grandson of Betty Bourgeois.

Deceased Member, Ladies, Relatives and Friends: May
the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy
of God, rest in peace.

If you know of anyone who is in need of our prayers,
please get in touch with me.
Victor V. Ferrara (410) 569-4171

Programs

Council Activities

Ironbirds Baseball Game
See Dave Custer for tickets to the Ironbirds
game on August 16, game time 7:05. Tickets 3'&“5;‘“
are $22.50 and include the game, souvenirs ﬁ'—;ﬂ’tﬂ;‘
and food in the left field picnic area prior to

the game. Opponent will be the Staten Island Yankees.




Investment Club

Congratulations to the following May winners: John
Knapstein, Will Wilcox, Mark Zimmerman, William
Lutz, and the grand prize winners: William Collins,Jr.,
Vito Leanza and Harry O'Neil. Thanks to everyone who
supported this fundraiser. | hope more of you will support
the next one. The council made $1,700.00, If we sell 300
tickets; the council will make $4,000.00.

Ray Caralle, PGK RCaralle@aol.com (717) 382-1383,
1087 Main Street, New Park, Pa. 17352

Bull and Oyster Roast

A Bull and Oyster Roast will be held at the Council on
Saturday September 22, 2007. Food service will be from
6-10pm, with music provided by DJ's Norm & Carlos
from 7-11pm. This event will be catered by Atlantic
Catering, so everyone can enjoy their evening. The
extensive menu includes pit beef, ham and turkey, oyster
stew, fried oysters, oysters on a half shell, lasagna, fried
chicken, kielbasa and sauerkraut and much more. The
cost of the Roast is $35, and tickets will be on a first
come first serve basis. This event is expected to be an
sell out so collect the moneys and get your tickets early.
Tickets are now available and will be distributed when
money is received.

For additional information please contact Chairman
Terry Lijewski via e-mail or phone (tlij@comcast.net or
410-879-5872). Your support of this event would be
greatly appreciated.

Terry Lijewski, Chairman (410) 879-5872

Church Activities

Weekly rosary will be held at the St. Margaret Chapel
Sundays at 8:30AM.
Earnie Boyd

Community Activities

Perry Point Veterans Affairs Medical Center
This June is the next month for the Bel Air Council to
assist patients at the Perry Point Medical Center to
Mass on Sundays. June 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th are our
Sundays to help these patients. Our next month will be
in October.

The members that desire to help will meet at the
McDonalds on Routes 1 & 24 at 8:00 AM. If you
desire breakfast, please arrive earlier, since we leave on
time. The Mass is at 9:00 AM, and we usually return to
Bel Air by 10:30 AM.

If you have any questions, call Pat Dolan @ 410 679-
7058 or Tom Sutera @ 410 638-1096.

Family Activities
Congratulations to Ed and Barbara Staniewicz for being
selected as Family of the Month for May.

Gentlemen, please help in filling out a knights survey
form and submitting it to me via e-mail, snail mail, or at
a meeting. A survey form can be obtained at the
Council or from the previous Councilairs. A survey
was also provided to the Ladies at their meeting on
3/20. Filling in the survey and forwarding it to me
would be greatly appreciated. It really helps in
preparing the Family of the Month form.
http://belairknights.org/BrotherKnightSurvey.html.

Thanks in advance.
Terry Lijewski tlij@comcast.net (410) 879-5872




Family Picnic

Fooaedl gy

Date: July 14, 2007
Time: 12 noon to 5 pm
Place: 23 Newport Drive, Forest Hill MD

Come to a family and friends get together! Picnic will be
held outdoors with tables and chairs under cover. There
will be hamburgers, hot dogs and a variety of side dishes
as provided by our members. Beer and soda available.
Desserts also included.

There will be games and activities for all. Open to all
Knights, Knights Ladies, their families, extended families
and their invited guests.

The best part is that there will be no charge to anyone!!

Contact Ed Staniewicz at 410-529-7114 or Tom Rappold
at 410-879-0854 and let them know how many people
will be attending from your family or for more
information.

Knights Ladies Korner

| am very pleased to announce that Knights Ladies of Bel
Air won 3rd place in Division A-Ladies Auxilary.
Division A is comprised of the Councils with the largest
membership and the competition is greater than in
smaller Councils. 1 am extremely proud and a little
surprised by this award. Our efforts have been noticed by
the State. Well done Ladies!

The Tea was every bit as wonderful as | hoped and more.
We received cards and letters from ladies thanking us for
such a nice time and putting in their reservations for next
year. Thank you again Roni for your strong leadership
through our first Tea and also thanks to Marg Mack,
LuAnne Belmonte and all of the inspired ladies and
gentlemen who made this day so special.

We launched “Crosses for Confirmands” this past
month and it was very successful. Pat Lijewski worked
with Karen Clemens, the religious educator at St.
Margaret Church, to coordinate our part in the
Confirmands pilgrimage. Karen explained that there is
a real need, in our Catholic community, to welcome and
support the Confirmands. Several Ladies went with the
Confirmands on their pilgrimage to St. Jude’s Shrine.
There we passed out olive wood crosses and cards
telling these precious teenagers that they are in our
prayer as they proceed to Adulthood in their Catholic
Faith. We then attended Sunday Mass at the Basilica
with these young adults. | need to tell you that with all
we hear about “kids today” | was moved by the polite
and respectful nature of these teens. It was a privilege
and pleasure to be allowed to share this day with them.
Thank you Pat Lijewski and all of the Ladies who
support these teens through this program and with
prayers.

Betty O’Leary tells me that Anna’s House is excited
about the picnic/barbecue that the Ladies are hosting for
them this weekend. Fried chicken and all the fixings
will be served. Men from the Knights are also tilling a
small plot of soil for a vegetable garden and the
residents are looking forward to growing fresh
tomatoes. Thank you Betty for organizing this
wonderful activity. Betty will be stepping down from
Chairing Anna’s House so we are looking for a new
Chairperson to step forward.

A special thanks is extended to Mary Jane Z. and Ann
Naused for their dedication to the Nominating
Committee. ~ Though countless hours calling all
members and asking each of you to consider a position
they have been able to find candidates for every
position. It is essential that these positions be filled
with people who value the Knights Organization and
feel called to help. Elections will be during the June
meeting.

The Birthday Luncheon at the Hall will be Sunday,
June 3rd. Mary Jane Z. and Mary Sporney have
several surprises planned and | know you will be very
pleased with the day. The event will be so much more
fun if you come. Please plan to attend.



The men are making big plans for the Family Picnic, July
14th at the Hall. The Ladies will be counted on to
provide their favorite picnic side dishes and the men will
provide grilled food and beverages. Activities are being
discussed and a head count with ages is needed before
they select the entertainment.

In God We Trust,
Alicia Rappold, Knights Ladies President (410) 879-
0854

Dates to Remember

Junl BINGO

Jun 3 Ladies Birthday Lunch

Jun 3 Perry Point Veteran's Support
Jun 5 Business Meeting

Jun8 BINGO

Jun 10 Perry Point Veteran's Support
Jun 10 Wine and Cheese Gathering
Jun 11 Card Party 7-11 PM

Jun 12 KC Club Meeting

Jun 15 BINGO

Jun 17 Perry Point Veteran's Support
Jun 19 Ladies/Social Meeting

Jun 22 BINGO

Jun 24 Perry Point Veteran's Support
Jun 27 Officers Meeting

Jun 29 BINGO

Jun 30 State Officers and DDs Installation

Club Steward Message

We all are aware of the increase in expenses. The electric
bill has been as high a $1300 over the recent months and
the water bill has varied from $75 to about $270 if my
memory serves me correctly. If you change the
thermostat setting please return it to its unoccupied
setting when you leave. If you turn the ice machine on,
only open the water valve about an eighth of a turn and
shut it off and unplug it when your leave. When this ice
machine is full of ice, it continues to use water even when
not making ice.

Jerry Wagner

Message from State
Reflections

Lawrence P. Grayson
The Way Back

(Fourth of a series of four articles)

For nearly two hundred years from its founding,
America could be considered a Christian society.
Although church and state were separate, the public life
of the nation was conducted in conformity with
Christian principles: God was welcome in the public
venue; actions of political and business leaders were
guided by a common sense of virtue and morality that
formed the ethos of the general public; churches were
free to conduct their social and charitable works
according to the norms of their religion.

Then, beginning in the 1960s and continuing to the
present, there has been a continual movement to treat
religion as a solely private matter, to remove all
reference to God from public affairs, to impose
militantly  secular norms on religiously-based
organizations and activities. What Justice Potter
Stewart, who cast the only dissenting vote when the
Supreme Court ruled in 1963 that reading Bible
passages or reciting the Lord’s Prayer in school was
unconstitutional — practices that had been common
since public education was begun -- said is coming to
pass: the decision would lead to the “establishment of a
religion of secularism.”

These changes have occurred because Christians have
not resisted them. They have accepted a total separation
of religious beliefs from the life of the world. Limiting
devotions to Sundays, they have adopted an exclusively
secular way of thinking and living the rest of the week.
At best, they have tried to adapt religious principles to
the changing society, while ignoring the role that
Christianity can play in shaping that society. America,
following the lead of Europe, is developing a culture
that excludes God from public awareness, thus eroding
the nation’s spiritual foundations. As then-Cardinal
Ratzinger has warned: “The attempt to shape human
affairs to the total exclusion of God leads us more and
more to the brink of the abyss, toward the utter
annihilation of man.”



The nation’s need is for a public morality capable of
counteracting the advocacy of people who consider God
irrelevant. America must revitalize its Christian heritage.
The road back is not a return to the past, but to the
development of a doctrine of the modern world based on
Christian principles and an ordering of our national life
with it. It is an attempt to generate from the central
teachings and insights of our Faith the spiritual energy to
reroot Christian tenets into the life of the nation.

The path will not be easy. To change society is a daunting
task. The difficulty of leading a Christian life in a

militantly secular society is compounded by our
involvement in a network of institutions and relationships
from which we cannot disassociate ourselves: our
businesses, schools, associates, neighbors, the media,
advertisements, recreational venues — influences that in
many cases are not neutral, but anti-Christian. Far-
reaching changes are called for in the institutions, laws,
practices and activities of existing society. It will take a
stupendous effort to bring about the spiritual and moral
revitalization needed to order the collective temperament
of the nation in accordance with a Christian
understanding of life. If it is not done, however, our
Faith, as well as that of our children and their
descendents, will be at risk.

As a start, a program of education and spiritual formation
is needed. It can no longer be assumed that Christians,
including Catholics, have an adequate knowledge of their
Faith, of why they were born, and toward what end they
are destined. Catholics, as well as all Christians, must
develop a deeper understanding of the purpose of their
existence and make that a basis for their lives. The
education, beginning in the parishes and continuing
through organizations such as the Knights of Columbus,
must be directed toward developing a Catholic
philosophy of life, based on the unchanging tenets of the
Faith, to instill values that will help the individual act in a
Catholic manner in the world-at large. The aim is to have

the person’s religious and social behavior united, so
that one’s religious beliefs guide one’s actions in social
life, business dealings, and pleasurable activities.

Catholics, and Christians generally, have operated in a
reactive mode to the transformation of society. Those
advocating secularism have advanced their cause a step
at a time, law suit after law suit, challenge after
challenge, change after change. Now it is time for
Catholics to take a more proactive stance, and what
organization is better suited to do this than the Knights
of Columbus, acting in concert with our Bishops and
Priests.

The Knights of Columbus is already playing a role in
this effort with its consistent stand on pro-life issues, its
support to keep the mention of God in the Pledge of
Allegiance, and its growing willingness to speak out on
political issues that have moral aspects that are in
opposition to Catholic teaching. But, much more must
be done. Imagine the effect on the nation if one million
Catholic men and their families took a stand for
decency - pledged not watch videos that were indecent;
did not patronize businesses that supported immoral life
styles; said Grace before meals when in public
restaurants; wrote their Congressmen about legislation
that had moral implications (good as well as bad);
complained to corporate sponsors about their sexually-
suggestive advertising; said the Rosary as a family each
day. The shift toward secularism has been many
decades in the making, and it will take an extended
period to fully reverse the trend. As Knights, we can
began with prayer, continue with educating our
members about the problems and what can be done, and
then help develop public awareness and stimulate
public action to restore religion to its proper place in
American democracy. Although the task is Herculean,
we are not alone — God is on our side. Remember,
Vivat Jesus!
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